Big Plans for the Summer

Aim: The student will know that their time this summer is not to be wasted

and that it should be used to accomplish great things through God.
HOOK

Take an informal survey. Find out:

· Who works the most?

· Who works the least?

· Who watches the most TV?

· Who doesn’t watch TV?

· Who sleeps the latest?

· Who goes to bed the earliest?

TRANSITION
This summer you guys will have a lot of free time to focus on a lot of meaningless things. God has given us this time to use and invest not only for ourselves but also for Him. This summer is the perfect time to serve God with some of your extra time and to develop your relationship with Him.

BOOK
Have someone read Proverbs 6:6-11 and Proverbs 26:14. Ask your group:

· What are signs of a lazy person?

· Why is it easy to be lazy in the summer?

· What are the consequences of being lazy?

· What could a high schooler/junior higher who refuses to be lazy this summer accomplish?

TRANSITION
With the summer off you each have the potential to make a HUGE impact for God in any way the Lord lays on your heart. Your parents have jobs to work each day, but you have the time to devote to your Creator unlike most adults right now.
LOOK
Hand out pencils and paper to the students. Discuss their ideas for what they can accomplish for God this summer and have them write it down. If they can’t think of anything, help get them started with some of the following:

· Share my faith with 3 unsaved friends.

· Invite 6 friends to come to church with me

· Have 2 unchurched friends start attending church with me regularly

· Earn an income and learn to tithe, support a missionary, sponsor Famine child, etc…

· Feed the homeless once a month

· Read my Bible for 10 minutes a day and discuss it with another person.

· Spend 5 minutes in prayer each day for your unsaved friends.

TOOK
Now that they have a list of tangible and attainable ideas they can accomplish for God this summer, discuss the practical steps necessary to accomplish those ideas. Have them write down these steps for each idea. Some will be pretty obvious, and that’s okay. Others might require more intentional planning. Based on the examples above:

· Share my faith with 3 unsaved friends. 

(My friend [name] doesn’t know the Lord. I should invite them to sleep over at my house on [date] and get to know them better. Then, by [future date] our relationship will be at a place where they will care about what I have to say concerning God in my life.)

· Invite 6 friends to come to church with me

(Call [friend’s name] and tell them that the youth group going to [activity] next week. Invite them to come and even have your parent pick them up if necessary.)

· Have 2 unchurched friends start attending church with me regularly

(I know that [name] is not a Christian or go to church. I will call them every week to see if they can come to youth group each Wednesday/Sunday/event.)

· Earn an income and learn to tithe, support a missionary, sponsor Famine child, etc…

(I would love to support a starving child and help provide all the comforts here that I take for granted. I will work for [person, parent, organization] to earn $30/month to support a child.)

· Feed the homeless once a month

(The Lord has given me a compassion for the homeless people of Dallas. On the [1st,2nd,3rd,4th] Friday of each month I will gather a group of friends and an adult to go downtown and help feed the homeless, give them hope, and encourage them.

· Read my Bible for 10 minutes a day and discuss it with another person.

(Starting with the book of [book of the Bible] I will read a chapter or two each day and share my thoughts about it with [parent, youth worker, another friend, etc].

· Spend 5 minutes in prayer each day for your unsaved friends.

(I will pray for [unsaved friend’s name] at [time: the morning before I leave my bed] that God will work in their lives and give me clear opportunities to witness.)

CLOSE
Close in prayer for the students, that the students will take these ideas and run with them, not just be thing written on paper that end up in the trash. Ask the Lord to use each of them in powerful and meaningful ways this summer with their free time and that He will be glorified through each one of them.
