
Title: Serving Counts

Scripture: Romans 12:3-5; John 13:1-17

Purpose: To help students to not merely be fair, but to serve others ahead of themselves.

Close Encounter: Food for...?
Gather students together to introduce the curriculum by planning a meal time together.  Tell students not to eat ahead, as there will plenty of food to go around.  Likewise, be sure they know that sometime during this time together you will be introducing the topic for your first lesson together.

As students arrive, seat them in at least three separate groups.  Depending upon your total attendance, shoot for about 3-4 students in each group (or adapt as necessary).  Be sure that there is a table large enough for each group to have its own area to eat.

As food is served, allow some groups more food than others.  For example, if serving pizza give one group one slice per student, while giving another group only one slice for the whole group, and yet another two slices per student.  Do this throughout the whole meal, varying who gets what (and how much) with drinks and desserts.  Let the students work out the problem, and don’t acknowledge their protests or questions. 

- Teaching Point: 

When the meal has ended, debrief with them about the experience.  Ask them how it felt to get more or less then others, and likewise if they felt the pressure of responsibility to give up what they had.  Explore with your students the difference between giving when you want to versus giving when you don’t want to.

Chat Rooms: 

1. Think about a time when you felt you were treated unfairly.  Describe the experience and how you felt about it while it happened.  How do you feel about it now?

2. Share about a time when you treated someone else unfairly.  Was it intentional or did it happen without you realizing it?  How did they feel about it?  What did you do after it all happened?

3. Do you think you can treat someone “fairly” without extending Christ-like love towards them?  Explain.  What do you see as the difference between being fair to someone versus serving them in Christ-like love?  

4. If serving someone meant sacrificing something important of your own (i.e. time, talents, resources, etc), what would you do?  How can you determine how far God wants you to serve someone, even it means giving up something favorite of your own?

5. Who in your life has been a great model of a Christ-like servant?  In what way have they practically inspired you?

To quote:
“If a woman has to choose between catching a fly ball and saving an infant's life, she will choose to save the infant's life without even considering if there are men on base.” - Dave Barry, author and satirist

Scripture: Read Romans 12:3-5 as a group.

Lesson Outline:
1. Read the following statements, questioning students to respond as to whether or not they agree or disagree with them and why (challenge them on their answers):

- “It's an unfair world, and nothing I do is going to change that.”

- “When people disagree, there is only one fair position.”

- “In order for something to be fair, it needs to be decided by someone who isn’t directly involved in the situation.”

- “I can tell when something or someone is unfair towards me.”

- “Fairness happens when everyone gets the same thing in the same amount.”

2. Revisit Romans 12:3-5 together again, encouraging the students to think about a situation in their lives where someone was “fair” but didn’t “serve.”  Encourage them to think through how it could have been different if things would have been taken the “next step” and selflessly served the needs.

3. Read John 13:1-17 together.  When finished, ask the students to share any immediate thoughts from the passage that stand out to them personally.

4. Share about a personal experience when someone served you in a way like Jesus did with His disciples.  It may have been a simple gesture, but it meant all the world to you.

Tension Point: 

Ask the students to name all of the people whose feet Jesus washed.  Allow them the chance to look up the disciples’ names if necessary.  Included in this list is Judas, someone whom Jesus knew would betray Him that very night - yet Jesus still washed Judas’ feet!  

Close Call:

Encourage the students to think through who in their lives are their own personal versions of Judas - people they have a hard time loving because of the actions they may have committed towards us.  Have the students get into groups of three and decide how and when they will “wash the feet” of these specific “Judas” types this week through an act of selfless service towards them.  Challenge them to hold each other accountable, and to serve in a joyful spirit.

To quote:
“We are never more like God than when we give.”
- Charles Swindoll, Insight For Living
Close Up:
Have students pick any random person from Scripture that they are somewhat familiar with.  Challenge them to study that person this next week more carefully, looking for examples when they served others, and likewise when they didn’t.  Encourage the students to write these observations down in a notebook to be used for further study with this curriculum, labeling it the Christianity Counts notebook.

In other words:
It was the last morning at a weekend retreat.  The stoves, pots, pans, coolers, canopy and other items brought by the church were still up and being cleaned.  I was washing dishes over a muddy water spigot when I noticed that most of the kids were done packing their personal belongings and were sitting in the shade chatting.  Only a small minority of people were helping pack up the mountain of gear the church had brought.  I then realized that two types of people attended this camp: the servants and the served.  

Jesus washed the feet of his disciples in order to show us that true leaders in life are the ones who DO good things unto others regardless of what is DONE unto themselves.  They are the ones who not only wash the feet, but keep cleaning above the ankle.

Go the extra mile for someone today; they'll be glad you did.

Source: Campus Journal, RBC Ministries
Elective Teaching Ideas:
- Find a situation in your community that could benefit from an act of service and brainstorm what you think should be done about it.

- Bring in video clips or articles from newspapers/magazines highlighting situations involving selfishness and personal insistence on fairness. Decide what would happen differently if each person was less concerned about personal “rights” and more concerned about serving someone else.


