
Title: Compassion Counts.

Scripture: Romans 12:9-10; Mark 1:40-42

Purpose: To help students to not merely be caring, but to come along side of those in need and become a compassionate part of their world.

Close Encounter: Shout!
Blindfold two students, making sure that they can’t see.  Spin them around, and begin to share the instructions with them, moving around as you do (so as to further confuse where they are now in relationship to where you were when they last saw you).

Tell them that one of them is playing for the guys, while the other is playing for the girls (although at this point, they don’t know who their team is - only the students without blindfolds know based on your non-verbal gestures).  Instruct the blindfolded students that when you tell them to, they will have to locate an item that is somewhere in the room.  Whomever is able to retrieve the item will score points for their team, and their team will direct them by shouting directions at them.

Here’s the catch: The other team can shout directions at the opposing member so as to mess them up (since the blindfolded students won’t know who to listen to).

Tell the students to start, and let one round go by.  Debrief the experience.

Blindfold the students again, telling them that you may or may not switch the teams (again, do this non-verbally so everyone but these two students know).  This time, however, quietly instruct a representative from each time to guide their blindfolded representative, using only whispers and light touching to guide and direct them.

Debrief the experience again, this time discussing how touch affected things.

- Teaching Point: 

Sometimes people can extend care without giving of themselves, often not realizing the difference between “helping someone” and extending ourselves into his or her world.  

This learning experience teaches that it’s often easier to trust a personal guiding hand than it is to depend merely to surface level instruction.

Chat Rooms: 

1. Who in your life do you feel really cares about you beyond the surface level - someone who has gone the extra mile to extent compassion to you?  How do you feel about this person?  In what way have they inspired you to do the same?

2. Do you find that people consider you to be a compassionate person?  Explain.

3. In what ways do you see in the lives of your friends a need for compassion?  In your school?  In your community?  In your family?

4. Do you find it’s easier for you to inconvenience yourself for a stranger or for someone you know?  Are there certain times when you might be more tempted to be compassionate than others?  Explain.

5.  Is it easier for you to give your things/resources when someone is in need or to extend yourself out?  Which do you think Jesus calls us to do?  Explain.

To quote:
“You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.”  - Anonymous

Scripture: Read Romans 12:9-10 as a group.

Lesson Outline:
1. Read the following statements, questioning students to respond as to whether or not they agree or disagree with them and why (challenge them on their answers):

- “It is easier to care for someone’s needs than it is to care for the person.” 

- “If I can’t take the time to love a person and compassionately enter their world, I shouldn’t even try meeting their surface level needs.”

- “If everyone in our youth ministry was compassionate like Jesus, we could make a noticeable difference on the entire community.”

- “In order to be compassionate, I need to get out of my comfort zone.”

2. Revisit Romans 12:9-10 together again, asking the students to reword the passage in their own language.  Ask them what they think it means when Scripture commands us to be sincere in love and honor others above ourselves.

3. Read Mark 1:40-42 together.  When finished, ask the students to share any immediate thoughts from the passage that stand out to them personally.  

4. Discuss what leprosy is and what it meant to have it, both physically and socially.  These were the unlovely people in Jesus' day that no one wanted anything to do with.  Yet Jesus was “filled with compassion” for these people, so much to fact that He didn’t just heal them - He touched them.
Tension Point: 

Often we like to just “be nice” to people and figure that’s all God calls us to.  But to truly follow in Jesus’ steps, we have to touch them and enter into their world.  By identifying the people we often view as “unlovely,” be it a specific person or group of people, we might better understand what it means to hate the sin and love the sinner.
Close Call:

Challenge the students to ask themselves who it is that they have a hard time loving, then to touch them with love this week.  Brainstorm some practical ways and plan a time next week to share testimony of how God worked in and through them in compassion.

To quote:
"Whosoever will be great must render great service. Whosoever will find himself at the top must be willing to lose himself at the bottom. The biggest rewards will come to those who travel the second, undemanded mile.”  - Bruce Barton 

Close Up:
Have students pick any random person from Scripture that they are somewhat familiar with.  Challenge them to study that person this next week more carefully, looking for examples when he/she extended compassion towards others, and likewise when he/she didn’t.  Encourage the students to write these observations down in their Christianity Counts notebook.

In other words:
A drunk was miraculously converted at a Bowery mission. Prior to his conversion, Joe had gained the reputation of being a dirty wino for whom there was no hope only a miserable existence in the ghetto. But following his conversion to a new life with God, everything changed. 


Joe became the most caring person that anyone associated with the mission had ever known. Joe spent his days and nights hanging out at the mission doing whatever needed to be done. There was never any task that was too lowly for Joe to take on. There was never anything that he was asked to do that he considered beneath him. Whether it was cleaning up the vomit left by some violently sick alcoholic or scrubbing the toilets after careless men left the bathroom filthy, Joe did what was asked with a soft smile on his face and with a seeming gratitude for the chance to help. He could be counted on to feed feeble men who wandered into the mission off the street, and to undress and tuck into bed men who were too out of it to take care of themselves. 

One evening, when the director of the mission was delivering his evening evangelistic message to the usual crowd of still and sullen men with drooped heads, there was one man who looked up, came down the aisle to the altar and knelt to pray, crying out for God to help him to change. The repentant drunk kept shouting, "Oh God, make me like Joe! Make me like Joe! Make me like Joe! Make me like Joe!" 

The director of the mission leaned over and said to the man, "Son, I think it would be better if you prayed, 'Make me like Jesus!"' 

The man looked up at the director with a quizzical expression on his face and asked, "Is He like Joe?"

Source: Everything You've Heard is Wrong by Tony Campolo, Dallas: Word, 1992, pg. 73

Elective Teaching Ideas:
- Bring in video clips or articles from newspapers/magazines highlighting situations that involve compassion or a lack thereof. Decide what would happen differently if each person was less concerned about personal image and more concerned about being genuine.

- Show a video/slide of people & non-people (i.e. Movie star; Kermit the frog; guy on the street, etc.)  As each shot goes by, ask: " 'Precious to God' or 'not precious to God'?"

- Brainstorm ways to make a unified effort in showing Christ-like compassion to the community.  Create a list of ideas and begin to do them.


