
Title: Dangerous Christianity Counts.

Scripture: Romans 12:11, Luke 20:19-26

Purpose: To help students to not merely be good citizens, but to fearlessly impact their world for Jesus Christ and boldly take new ground in His Name.

Close Encounter: Non-Public Service Ads
Depending upon your group’s size, break the students into groups of 4-5.  Have them work together to create a radio “public service ad” for Jesus Christ.  Using a microphone set up in the main area of the youth room, have them “perform” their ad (like in the old radio days) for the group.  

The ad should include a passionate plea for those listening to become Christians, in a similar manner that one might hear a plea to “save the environment” from a regular public service ad.  Some idea might include testimonials of students, criticizing the alternative, highlighting the benefits of Christianity, etc.

- Teaching Point: 

We don’t have to be ashamed of our faith, nor should we hide it.  There is a world in need of hearing about Jesus and we have the answer.  If we truly believe in Christ and follow Him daily, our lives should be living advertisements for Jesus.
Chat Rooms: 

1. What responsibilities do you think you have to God?  To yourself?  To your family?  To your friends?  To your community?  To your world?

2. What would you define a “good citizen” as?  What does this have to do with Christianity?  How is it different that Christianity?

3. Looking at the life of Jesus, would you say that He was a good citizen?  Explain.

4. What are some of the benefits of being a citizen of something?  In Philippians 3:20-21, we read that our citizenship is in heaven.  What might some of the benefits be to being a citizen of heaven? 
5. Do you feel Christianity should be dangerous to the way things are, or that it should not rock the boat and conform to whatever the community is about.  Explain your answer.
To quote:
“I got to say, goodness far exceed happiness as a value.  And when you got a society that is made the pursuit of happiness a national creed, you get a sick society.  I want a society that has the pursuit of goodness and that takes precedent.”  - Tony Campolo on ABC’s Politically Incorrect
Scripture: Read Romans 12:11 as a group.

Lesson Outline:
1. Read the following statements, questioning students to respond as to whether or not they agree or disagree with them and why (challenge them on their answers):

- “People who oppose things in their communities are not good citizens.” 

- “If the people I hang out with decide to do something because it’s a tradition, but that thing is wrong, I have a responsibility to not only say no but to challenge them that it’s wrong.”

- “Jesus had no respect for government.”

- “It makes God happy when I pick up random trash that I see on the ground.”

2. Revisit Romans 12:11 together again, challenging the students to establish why it says what it specifically does.  Ask them what they think is most important about the passage.

3. Read Luke 20:19-26 together.  When finished, ask the students to share any immediate thoughts from the passage that stand out to them personally.  

4. After reading this passage, ask the students if they believe Jesus was saying to pay taxes or not.  Have them look at the passage from both perspectives, one being that God owned all things, while recognizing that Caesar’s picture was on the coin.  See if the students can discern what Jesus meant beyond His words.

Tension Point: 

Many times we fall into the trap of trying to rack up good points (whether spiritually or socially) by being a “good citizen.”  Often students will participate in activities that they care less about in the hope to put on them on a school transcript, or possibly advance them in a relational circle.
The life Jesus calls us to is beyond “good citizenship”: civic responsibility; obeying the laws of the land; community service; caring for the environment; doing good deeds.  Rather, He calls us to be dangerous Christians, going beyond the norm at the risk of upsetting the people who follow it.  This isn’t anarchy for anarchy’s sake - it’s about having a childlike gumption to bring Jesus into places He has never been welcome.

Close Call:

Challenge the students to ask themselves in what areas of their lives they are tempted to be “closet Christians.”  Dare them to go public with their faith, remembering the perspective that our citizenship is not of this earth but in heaven.  It’s our job to not just help our neighborhoods be nice to live in, but to radically build the Kingdom of Christ.

To quote:
“When spiritual values leave [daily living], you end up with talk shows.” - Tony Evans

Close Up:
Have students pick any random person from Scripture that they are somewhat familiar with.  Challenge them to study that person this next week more carefully, looking for examples when he/she was dangerous in his/her faith to the point of upsetting the culture, and likewise when he/she wasn’t.  Encourage the students to write these observations down in their Christianity Counts notebook.

In other words:
A girl in Charlotte with sort of an "alternative" personality once got caught up in a  revival a number of years ago. She accepted Christ and the change was quite evident to all her old buddies. Apparently one day she prayed as she walked out the door, "Lord show me how I can share my new love for you," and immediately noticed the family Bible on a stand by the door. So she grabbed it and took it to school. 

Apparently it was one of those quite-huge family Bibles. She started reading it in the cafeteria at lunch, and a few kids started picking on her. Finally, a couple of jocks took some mustard and ketchup and squirted it all over her right in front of everybody. As the hush developed, she stood up on a chair and announced to everyone that she understood why everyone was skeptical of her newfound love of God, but she told them she was for real and then she just sort of walked out.

A massive revival swept the school after that. So much that one youth ministry who heard the story decided to start a club in school.  However, because of school rules they had to have ID cards for each. So in honor of the student who got dangerous for Christ, this ministry printed up some with pictures of mustard and ketchup bottles to remind the kids of suffering for Christ. The slogan was "Negative condiments don't get me down." The verse was "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of your mind." (Romans 12:2) 

Elective Teaching Ideas:
- Bring in video clips or articles from newspapers/magazines highlighting situations that involve good citizens in action. Decide what would happen differently if each person was more passionate about Christ than they were in the area they were working in.

- Write a letter to the editor of your newspaper about the good things another church in your community is doing.  Have your students sign it, as well as the pastoral staff of your church.

- Have students brainstorm different scenarios when it isn’t always clear whether or not we our Christianity might challenge the system in place.  Help them identify when it is appropriate to challenge and how to go about doing so.

- Evaluate what might be some needs in the school or neighborhood and plan a service project to bring Christ to those needs.


