
Title: Accountability Counts.

Scripture: Romans 12:9b, Matthew 26:36-46

Purpose: To help students to not merely be responsible, but to be held accountable for the times that they may be irresponsible.

Close Encounter: Cheaters Hardly Ever Prosper
Break the group up into two teams.  Set up two lines to signify a starting line for each time in what will be a relay between the two.  About 20 feet away from those lines, set up another line for each (two more lines), where you will place random objects that they need to bring back.

Tell the students to form two lines behind their respective starting points.  The goal of the relay is to see who can bring back all of the items the fastest, with each person in line only grabbing one item and bringing it back to their team.  Then the next person is tagged, who then goes to grab another item, and so on.

What the students don’t know is that you have picked in a secret a student to cheat and have told him/her to grab *all* of the items when it’s their turn.  When the other students complain, tell them that the game is over and reward the team who won (by cheating) with candy bars.  (Later, after you’ve discussed the teaching point, give the other team candy bars, too)
- Teaching Point: 

Sometimes people get away with cheating at life because not everyone sees it.  Often, though, it is eventually discovered and the consequences are harsh.  Being irresponsible or cheating affects others around us, often limiting their ability to do their best because of what has occurred.  

If life were like this game and cheaters were rewarded, it would be a rougher world than it already is.  Thankfully, even though some cheaters may get away with their choices, even the world recognizes the wisdom in being responsible.  God has called us to not only pursue responsible choices, but to have accountability in the process of rejecting evil and pursuing His goodness.
Chat Rooms: 
1.  What do you consider to be different aspects of responsibility?  What does it mean to you to be responsible?  Do you think of yourself as a responsible person? Explain.

2. What role do you see your friends and family should have in helping you be a responsible individual? Why?

3. If you were enjoying a nice drive down a country road at night and a stop sign was coming up on a crossroad that rarely has traffic on it, would you be tempted to not slow down and stop?  What difference do you think not having people around you makes when you’re choosing to be responsible or not?
4. Share about a time when another student acted responsibly about something.  How did their action affect you?

5. Who in your life do you find would be a good person to challenge you and hold you accountable to responsible goals in life?  Would you be willing to ask this person for this type of accountability?  Why/why not?
To quote:
“Iron sharpens iron. Nerf doesn’t sharpen nerf.”  - Anonymous

Scripture: Read Romans 12:9b as a group.

Lesson Outline:
1. Read the following statements, questioning students to respond as to whether or not they agree or disagree with them and why (challenge them on their answers):

- “Any responsibility needs accountability.”

- “If I am at fault for something, I need to own up to it even if no one asks.”

- “If I have a natural ability to do something well, I need to develop that skill even if I don’t particularly enjoy it.”

- “I should always check my work to see if it could have been done better.”

2. Revisit Romans 12:9b together again, challenging the students to discern what it means to hate evil, and likewise to cling to what is good.

3. Read Matthew 26:36-46 together.  When finished, ask the students to share any immediate thoughts from the passage that stand out to them personally.  

4. After reading this passage, ask the students if they believe Jesus was too hard on the disciples.  Have them come up with all sorts of reasons why the disciples “had a right to sleep,” and whether or not any of these reasons were greater than what Jesus was asking of them.

Tension Point: 

Often we will come up with excuses for our irresponsible behavior by blaming people or circumstances for it.  Many people have claimed that the disciples had every right to be sleepy when Jesus asked them to keep watch with them (something they weren’t impassioned about).  However, that idea loses merit when we read of how when the mob confronted them they all had the strength to face them off (something they did think of as “important.”)

There will be times that we will be tempted to be lazy, irresponsible, disrespectful, or to “pass the buck” to someone else.  God has called us to be responsible in public and private, and will hold us accountable to it through His Spirit.  Whether we choose to receive Him or reject Him is our choice.

Close Call:

Confront the students with the idea that God has given us to each other for a reason - to help each other grow in Christ.  Challenge them to find an accountability partner with whom they will pray with for at least 5 minutes each week about areas of personal struggle.

To quote:
“The word ‘blame’ is spelled ‘B(e)-lame’.” - Tony Evans

Close Up:
Have students pick any random person from Scripture that they are somewhat familiar with.  Challenge them to study that person this next week more carefully, looking for examples when he/she was accountable to another and how they benefited from it, as well as times when they were irresponsible that they could have avoided if the accountability was in place.  Encourage the students to write these observations down in their Christianity Counts notebook.

In other words:
“Years ago I discovered a group of busy Christian executives who were weary of breaking promises to God and their families. They wanted to change. So they decided to get together once a month and check up on each other -- to make sure they did what they said they'd do. They would list the things they intended to do during the upcoming month in their meetings. Each fellow took notes on the others' commitments. Then when they met together a month later each executive was asked how he'd done on his list. They decided to handle each man with toughness -- if he hadn't kept his promises he would be rebuked as untrustworthy. And he would be put on a corrective plan by the others. These men started with simple things -- like fixing a broken cabinet door in the kitchen or cleaning up the garage. It took several years of meeting together before they felt they had adequately become "men of their word." Man or woman—it is easier to make a commitment than to keep it.” - Keith Drury, author and college professor

Elective Teaching Ideas:
- Bring in video clips or articles from newspapers/magazines highlighting situations that involve people acting responsibly or irresponsibly.  Discuss how accountability might make a major difference in either case.

- Brainstorm what our world might be like if everyone was able to do what they wanted and nobody ever challenged them on it.

- Plan a time of confession, challenging students to find a partner and spend some extended time personally confessing their ugliest sins to.  Instruct the students to not make it an issue of gossip, but instead of prayer and accountable healing.


