
Introduction
Christianity Counts...
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function,  so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;  if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited.

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.  On the contrary:

  "If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.

  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

-- Romans 12:1-21
Introduction (continued)
Christianity Counts...
Maybe you’ve seen it... the growing temptation among the millennial generation to compartmentalize life into isolated time segments.  Throughout the course of their week, they outline in their stylish day planners the decisions they hope will help them operate most effectively within the many different choices that lay before them.  Knowing that there are “only so many seconds in one day,” this generation seems to more reflect the schedules of harried stock brokers than the apathetic Gen Xers before them ever did.

On the surface, this seems admirable.  It appears as though it would make sense to balance out life and the many commitments that make it up by choosing which segments take priority.  Varied options like “school segments,” “family segments,” “dating segments,” “friend segments,” “extracurricular segments,” “entertainment segments,” and “spiritual segments” leave their heads spinning at the end of the day.  Not to mention, of course, the many sub-segments existing within each, from “homework segments” to “job segments,” “internet segments” to “phone call segments,” and so on.  It’s no wonder that this generation favors drinking cappuccinos to try to superficially extend the waking hours in their days.

But as mentioned earlier, this is all a dangerous temptation.  The jeopardy often hidden within this sort of activity is to allow Christianity to become “just another segment.”  Instead of bringing God into every activity, He is placed on Sunday’s calendar.  Rather than allowing Jesus to be a constant, living example, His life is something that is occasionally studied - not mediated upon.  As an alternative to following the Holy Spirit’s wisdom throughout every situation, decisions are made based on “what best fits into today’s plans.”

Granted, not all students are extremist in this way of living, but the simple truth remains that God desires not to just fill a portion of our day planner.  Rather, He intends to be the very planner of our days!  To not only affect our lives, but to impact the lives of those around us.  To let the world see that Jesus Christ isn’t just another option, but that He is the only option.

Christianity counts in our world.  It’s the one thing that continues to shine in the darkness of our lost way of living.  Even the world’s best attempt at morals falls up short, as a sinful culture relying upon itself to produce moral will only end up producing a sinful idea of morality.  This smokescreen of foundationless ideals have no anchor to persevere, and are destined to pass away when the culture changes.

Christianity, however, is eternally different.  At its very core, it calls our lives to be lived within the complete presence of an unchanging God and base our decisions upon His everlasting reality.  When genuinely lived out, this kind of living reflects eternal standards that radically change lives, recklessly shake apart deceptions, and authentically quench the thirst of the lost.

This curriculum was designed to help your students integrate their relationship with Jesus Christ into all the areas of their lives - both public and private.  To aid them in moving beyond where what’s left of the world’s ideas of morality falls short and instead help them see the complete lifestyle that God calls us to.

However, this doesn’t all just happen by learning the principles.  Without understanding the foundation behind “good deeds,” no one is accountable to stand up for them. (This is where the world often falls short - all talk and no absolutes.)  Fruitful Christianity comes from walking in the footsteps of where Jesus walked and seeing life through His eyes.  Only when we better understand the True Foundation for which life’s choices must be based, will we better experience a joy in choosing to let our Christianity count in our world.  

So you will notice a double dose of Scripture in these lessons.  The first will be a section of Romans 12, highlighting a biblical principle that we are called to carry out in our daily living.  The second will be a living example from various accounts in Christ’s life.  This balance will hopefully allow students to see not only that God has given us wisdom to follow, but that it is trustworthy and has been proven effective in the lives of Christ and His disciples.

Christianity counts.  It is not something to be sectioned off into a manageable segment, nor should it become an isolated character component that we hope to someday master.  It’s not about checking off a box on our list of things to do, nor is it about penciling God into our day.  It’s nothing to do with doing, and everything to do with being.

Christianity counts.  It is about basking in the consuming-fire presence of the one true Lord and being spiritually buffed into a new creation.  It is a living, breathing relationship with a living, breathing Savior.  A Messiah who not only broke free of the tomb, but likewise can break free from any of the boxes we so often like to put Him in.  Whose very presence was given to us as a Counselor and Guide into all Truth.

Christianity counts.

