
Title: Love Counts.

Scripture: Romans 12:12-21, John 8:1-11

Purpose: To help students to not merely be respectful, but to extend Godly love to all they come in contact with.

Close Encounter: Love Me Good
Depending upon your group’s size, have the students form separate groups of three. In their groups, have them brainstorm on paper as many things that people use the word “love” to refer to.  The only catch is that they have to have heard someone say this specifically in the last month.  (i.e. “I love ice cream.”  “I love Miranda.”  etc.)


When they’re finished, have them substitute the word “love” for something else.  Instead of saying “I love ice cream,” for instance, they may say “I really enjoy eating ice cream.”  And so on.  See which group can come up with the largest list with the most alternatives.

- Teaching Point: 

We often use the word “love” to describe things that we perhaps just have some sort of mild respect for.  When we say we “love” food, we are actually saying “I highly regard this taste.”

It may just seem like mixing words, but God is quite specific in Scripture about what love is all about.  It’s not just the idea of respect, but of unconditional care and acceptance of another person.  If we would guard our language more on how we use the word, we might become less confused in the long run of what love is.

Chat Rooms:

1.  How do you think teenagers today define the word “respect?”  What about the world “love” - what do many mean when they use it?  Do you agree or disagree with these definitions?  Explain.

2.  Many people today claim that we should be tolerant of each other’s beliefs and respect whatever anyone believes as equal with our own.  How do you think as Christians we should respond to that idea? 

3. Is it possible to feel disrespected yet know that you are still loved by someone?  Explain.  Do you think it possible to feel respected by someone yet not loved by them?  Explain.

4. What are some ways your school would be different if everyone extended Godly love to each other?  What about how your family would be different?  Your circle of friends?  Your extracurricular/athletic team?

5. Share about a time when someone didn’t deserve your respect or care, but you unconditionally loved them anyway.  What did this experience teach you?  Do you think that you personally are the type of person to always deserve the love you often receive?

To quote: “I don't want to be tolerated. Argue with me, and I will respect you.”  - Rich Mullins, former song writer and CCM artist

Scripture: Read Romans 12:12-21 as a group.

Lesson Outline:
1. Read the following statements, questioning students to respond as to whether or not they agree or disagree with them and why (challenge them on their answers):

- “If I choose to extend love someone, I have to like what they do.” 

- “I must treat everyone with respect, regardless of what they’ve done or who they are.”

- “I must treat everyone with love, regardless of what they’ve done or who they are.”

- “Love is a conscious choice of my will - not an emotion.”

- “If I tell someone that I have chosen to love them, that means that I will love them wherever they are at in life while at the same time help them to become a better person for Christ than they already are.”

2. Revisit Romans 12:12-21 together again, challenging the students to establish why it says what it specifically does.  Brainstorm together what the most important concept(s) of this passage are.

3. Read John 8:1-11 together.  When finished, ask the students to share any immediate thoughts from the passage that stand out to them personally.  

4. Discuss with the students how Jesus may have treated the situation differently if He was more concerned about social consequences and being politically correct.  How might the conversations have differed?  In what way would the pursuit of tolerance have challenged the pursuit of Truth?

Tension Point: 

Jesus’ first response to the adulteress was not to condemn her, but to dignify her.  Instead of calling her a “whore” or “prostitute,” He esteemed her worth as a person by calling her “woman.”  However, Jesus also loved her enough to challenge her out of her sin.  The delicate balance between the two was masterfully woven.

We’re called to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, especially in this area.  Many times we will ignore opportunities to extend love or be ambassadors of God’s grace and forgiveness to situations that need it.  Usually we do this out of fear, not necessarily of the conversation but of the social consequences.  It’s a lot easier, we reason, to “mind our own business.”  God, however, calls us to make it our business to love people where they are at, yet to also call them to His life changing presence so that they might be transformed by Him.
Close Call:

Brainstorm various ways the students can go home and show love to their parents that very night.  Challenge each student to pick at least two they will do this week.

To quote:
“Too many of us take pleasure in discouraging people by pointing our their mistakes and getting excited about their failures rather than focusing on their strengths and getting excited about their possibilities.” - John Maxwell

Close Up:
Have students pick any random person from Scripture that they are somewhat familiar with.  Challenge them to study that person this next week more carefully, looking for examples when he/she was an extender or unconditional love, and likewise when he/she wasn’t.  Encourage the students to write these observations down in their Christianity Counts notebook.

In other words:
When tolerance says, "You must accept me and approve of what I do,"

Love responds, "I must do something harder; I will treat you with respect even if   your lifestyle or beliefs offend me."

When tolerance says, "You must agree that all truths are equal,"

Love responds, "I must do something harder; I will tell you the truth, because I am convinced 'the truth will set you free'" (John 8:32).

When tolerance says, "You must allow me to have my way,"

Love responds, "I must do something harder; I will plead with you to follow God's way, even if it makes you mad at me." 

Tolerance seeks to be inoffensive.

Love takes risks.

Tolerance costs nothing.

Love costs everything. 

Elective Teaching Ideas:
- Bring in video clips or articles from newspapers/magazines highlighting situations that involve politically correct tolerance in action. Decide what would happen differently if each person was more committed to Christ-like love than worldly respect/tolerance.

- Go out to a lake or pond and see who can make the largest ripple from rocks that are dropped/thrown into the water.  Reflect upon what this has in common with what happens when we extend love.  End the time by having everyone drop rocks in the same general area, creating a huge ripple effect, highlighting what happens when we all work together at this kind of goal.

- Do your study in the dark, using only the illumination of one light near you to help the students focus.  In the end, hand out pocket flashlights to your students and show what can happen to the darkness when we shine God’s love around us.


