Defining Discipleship
By Tim Schmoyer http://timschmoyer.com 

INTRO: On 3x5 cards ( What does it mean to be Christ’s disciple?
Turn cards into me and I read them to everyone.
READ: Luke 14:25-35 (also  Matthew 10:37-39, Mark 8:34-37, and Luke 9:57-62?)
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters-yes, even his own life-he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.

33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

General Background Observations:

1. Who is Jesus talking to?

2. Where is this taking place?

3. What instigated this discussion?

4. Why this discussion now at this time?
Break it up: Let’s break this into smaller sections to chew on, one bite at a time. If we were to outline this passage, how would we break up the verses?
Verses 25-27 – Introduction to Discipleship
OBSERVATION
· Why does Jesus use such strong language “hate” in vs 26? (See Matthew 10:37-39)
INTERPRETATION

· What is meant in verse 27, “carry the cross”?

About the time Jesus was born, the Jews rebelled against the ruling king, Alexander Janneus. An ancient historian records it this way: “The Jews fought against Alexander, and being beaten, were slain in great numbers in the several battles which they had; and when he had shut up the most powerful of them in the city of Bethome, he besieged them therein and when he had taken the city, and gotten the men into this power, he brought them to Jerusalem and did one of the most barbarous actions in the world to them, for as he was feasting with his concubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified, and while they were living he ordered the throats of their children and wives to be cut before their eyes” (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews).

It could have been that some people who heard of Jesus’ words had seen those crucifixions.

· How would they have taken Jesus’ comments about carrying a cross?

· How does Mark 8:34-37 shed light on “carrying the cross”? (Deut 33:9)
· Since Jesus was very popular at the time, what would the disciples’ reaction be to this idea of costly discipleship? How would they have heard and understood this?
POINT #1
· To be a disciple means to love Christ with a supreme and incomparable love, above all else.
Verses 28-30 – Building Illustration
OBSERVATION

· How do these verses fit into the context preceding it? (both are costly)
· What does the builder do first? (counts the cost)

· How costly is it to start building a house? What does it cost? (money, time, labor, energy, requires commitment and accepting the cost before starting, etc…)
· Why would he be ridiculed? (Many that begin to build this tower do not go on with it, nor persevere in it, and it is their folly; they have not courage and resolution, have not a rooted fixed principle, and so bring nothing to pass.) He is scorned for his lack of sufficiently counting the cost. (Nothing is more shameful than for those that have begun well in religion to break off; every one will justly mock him, as having lost all his labour hitherto for want of perseverance. We lose the things we have wrought (2 John 8), and all we have done and suffered is in vain.)
· When the twelve became disciples of Christ, what did it cost them?
INTERPRETATION

· What does it meant to count the cost before becoming Christ’s disciple?

· Does this passage imply anything about starting in discipleship and then stopping or drifting off?

POINT #2

· We must consider the great price discipleship will require of us and then proceed accordingly. Discipleship is costly!
Verses 31-32 – War Illustration
OBSERVATION

· What does the king do first? (consider the cost of war vs. opponents)

· How costly is a war? What does it cost? (people’s lives!)

· What is the difference between the cost of war and the cost of building a house? Contrast the two. (People vs. possessions)
INTERPRETATION

· As a disciple of Christ, are we ever engaged in spiritual war?
· Interact with Matthew Henry’s thoughts on this passage:

We ought to consider whether we can endure the hardness which a good soldier of Jesus Christ must expect and count upon, before we enlist ourselves under Christ's banner; whether we are able to encounter the forces of hell and earth, which come against us twenty thousand strong…. Solomon saith, With good advice make war (Prov 20:18); for he that draws the sword throws away the scabbard; so with good advice enter upon a profession of religion, as those that know that except you forsake all you have you cannot be Christ's disciples…

POINT #3 (Cost to possessions vs. cost to individual – Bailey, NT Explorer)
· We must consider the great price discipleship will require of us and then proceed accordingly. Discipleship is costly!
Verse 33 – Clincher Statement
OBSERVATION

· How does this verse function in relation to the preceding text?

· What is included in the “give up everything”?

INTERPRETATION

· Here discipleship is stated negatively, what we do that keeps us from being a disciple. Let’s state it positively:___________
Verses 34-35 – Saltiness
OBSERVATION
· How possible is it for salt to become saltless? (the very identify of salt lies in it’s make-up, sodium chloride. It is impossible for salt not to be salt!)

· Assuming salt can be saltless, can saltless salt become salt ever again?

INTERPRETATION

· How does this influence our understanding of this verse?
Conclusions

GENERAL CONCLUSION
· Based on this information, develop a new definition of “discipleship”

APPLICATION
· Read Luke 9:57-62; 14:34-35. Ask:

What do these verses tell us about the commitment required to be one of Jesus’ disciples? (Jesus must be the top priority in our lives. Phony disciples, like phony salt, are worthless and need to be replaced.)
· Putting the main points together about discipleship, what does this mean to you personally? (group discussion)

Jesus invited all who were following Him to a life go committed disciple ship. Jesus stressed two key characteristics of what it meant to be a committed disciple. One must love Christ with a supreme and incomparable love, and one must be willing to recognize the true ownership of his or her possessions. The illustrations of building a tower and going to battle portray the need to follow, fully aware of the cost to oneself and one’s family. To give up all of one’s possessions means to relinquish the rights of ownership in favor of stewardship. The salt metaphor that closes the chapter may at first seem misplaced. However, the point is that a disciple looses his or her influence or testimony when personal possessions are held above his or her influence or testimony when personal possessions are held above loyalty to Christ.

