


EVANGELISM FOR MY LIFE PART S: BUESTIONS, ANYONE?

Supplies Needed for Lesson:
O Question Cards from Students
U PowerPoint presentsation

Review

We have journeyed far for this series. Hopefully, and prayerfully the series has taught you the basic skills that you will need to
successfully share your faith story with your friends, your family, your neighbors, and anyone else you come into contact with. But
before we wrap this series up, there were 3 questions that you guys asked that | need to answer. Here they are.

Questions Answered

Question #1
|\ sometne claiws ko believe n God, acks \ike it, cries ot abar cals and falks about Him on
[ Fheir wpace”, but dvesnt try to \olow God and dvesnt redine that they are acking
\I wngodly, then what type ol lost are thef?




Question number 2 follows very closely along these lines, so we'll read it as well... —

a

!{ Question #2
*ow do you deberwing what 4{'(1%@ o}’ vost' a person 15 it

These are both very good, well-thought out questions. As far as how do you determine how lost a person is, a lot of the time it simply
comes from knowing the person. How do they respond to God when He is brought up in conversation? How do they react around people
who are fbllowing Christ? What do they value in their own lives? What is important to them? What are your conversations about with
them? Do they ever seem to wonder about God at all? Most of your being able to discern how a person is lost will come from actually
knowing or getting to know that person.

As far as the first question goes, you have discovered the fatal flaw of this system. Not everyone will fit neatly into one of these three
categories. In fact, you will probably find that many people will spill over into a couple of categories, depending upon what is going on
in their life at the time. Try not to focus so much on putting people into these boxes, and focus your energy instead upon how to love
them. It helps to know exactly where they fit, but sometimes you will only get a basic idea of which lost they are. And sometimes, that is
all God will need to give you.

l Question #3
(I %ow do we pray Yor \ost \g’\%o\é and \Qam'\\ﬂ

Great question! And the answer is as simple or as complicated as you want to make it.



You pray for their heart. That they would be receptive to the Gospel no matter where they are at in life right
now. You pray for their mind, that God would open it to new ideas they might not be totally used to right
now. You pray for their soul, that above all lse, that the y would see God in you and through your actions

and your lifestyle that you lead.

Really, the biggest thing you need to pray for is that no matter what you do or do not do, no matter what someone ¢clse says or does not
say, that God would be glorifiea’, and that He would do what He wants in their lives, and through you as you share about Him.

The Big ﬂzought

When it comes rzght down to it, evangelism is complicated and involved, yet is as simple as the act of listening to a friend as they pour
out their heart, and offering a comforting word. The amount of time you put into preparing yourself and training yourself will come
out in the end. But remember, no matter what, whether people don't fit into these nice categorics perféctly, or whether you don't think

you prayed properly, or even if you think you totally screwed up your story telling, God will use it for His glory.

The Big Finish

We need to be prepared. We need to be ready to share our story. We need to listen to the people we are trying to share our faith with.
We need to love unconditionally. We need to live our lives as Christ would, and as He did, sharing His story, His principals, His lzght

with everyone we meet.
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ven Reasons Not

(and why we should go ahead and do it anyway)
by Chris Lutes

1) "I'm not smart enough”

Fact: Jesus' disciples weren't known for their brains or theology degrees. They were pretty ordinary guys, really.
Take the time Peter and John were telling a hostile crowd of religious leaders about Jesus. Here's how Acts 4:13
puts it: "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common
men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus" (ESV). Look at that last part
again: And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. Maybe you've heard this saying: "It's not what you
know that counts. It's who you know.” Knowing Jesus is what matters. You are smart enough to tell others about
Jesus because you have a friendship with him. And the closer you get to him, and the better you know him, the
more you'll have to say about him.

2) "I don't want to make anybody mad"

Maybe you've been around Christians who are annoying. The way they act—all smug and self-righteous—can
make non-Christians angry. We don't want that. So we keep quiet. Understandable. But now look at Jesus: People
crowded around him. People wanted to know him. People wanted to follow him. Why? He cared about hurting and
lost people (Matthew 9:36). He listened carefully and responded to their deepest needs (John 4:1-26). Now, he
did occasionally make people mad. He was really good at ticking off religious know-it-alls. He found self-righteous
people annoying, too. But it was the message that ticked off people, not the messenger. Sometimes the truth
hurts. So, it's OK if people get a little mad sometimes—as long as it's the true message of Jesus that upsets them,
and not the obnoxious messenger.

3) "My friends will make fun of me"

Here's something to think about: We often turn this fear into a bigger problem than it really is. You'd be surprised
at how often people will respect you for your beliefs. They might not understand why you don't drink at parties, or
avoid dirty jokes, or why you like youth group. And you might hear an occasional "fanatic" or "religious nut." But
people often find genuine faith pretty interesting—confusing, but interesting. Many people will even respect you
for your strong convictions. In fact, when we try our best to live and act like Jesus, we "shine like stars” in a world
that's pretty dark (Philippians 2:15). So let your life shine, knowing others can't help but be attracted to the light.

4) "None of my christian friends do it"

Ever talk to your friends about why they don't witness? There could be a ton of reasons—like those in this article.
Maybe they're just not sure how to witness. Why not use this article to get the conversation going? You could also
do a book study together. Suggestion: Witnessing 101 by Tim Baker. Of course, you may need to take the lead
and be the first in your group to witness. Your friends just might follow.

5) "I'm not a very good Christian”

You're a believer, but you mess up. You don't pray or read your Bible as much as you should. And you sin. Every
day. So why should you tell other people about Christ if you can't even get it right? Fortunately, being a believer
isn't about getting it right. It's about God's love and God's forgiveness. It's about his saving grace. (See
Ephesians 2:8-9, John 3:16 and Colossians 2:13.) So, does this mean you can act however you want? No. God
wants us to become mare like him each and every day. But he can also use us even when we mess up or aren't
as good as we should be. You don't have to be "perfect” to share Christ. Not at all. Instead, make it clear to your
friends: "You know, I'm sure not perfect. That's why I need God's love and forgiveness.” Chances are, your
friends will appreciate your honesty. They might also be kind of amazed to discover you believe in a loving and
forgiving God. And isn't that what the Good News is all about?

6) "All of my friends are Christians"

It's great to have good Christian friends. God uses our Christian friendships to help us grow in our faith. And it's
just fun to be around people who love God. But we also need to, as Jesus put it, "go and make disciples of all
nations" (Matthew 28:19). We can't do that if we don't have any non-Christian friends.

7) "I don't even know where to start"

Why not start by inviting a non-Christian friend to your youth group? Maybe your group has special events that
are fun outreach nights with no heavy Bible studies. At least invite a non-Christian to take in a movie with you
and your Christian friends. Then what? Well, when the subject of faith comes up, start with the story of how you
became a Christ-follower. Or talk about why you're a Christian and how God helps you live life. Just be honest,
just be real, just be you—and you might be surprised at how much God can use to reach out to others.
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