Table Leaders Discussion Guide    





        Who Is God? #1



6.23.02 -- Sr. High


6.9.02 – Jr. High



Summary: Since we may not be quite clear on what the Bible teaches about God, it is essential to learn about who He is in order to appreciate a relationship with Him.
Key Verse: Exodus 3:6
“Then he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.”
Remember To:
· Arrive @ 9:30 in room 304 for prayer

· Review names & take attendance

· Review Central Truth, Key Verse, &  Read Passage(s)

· Invite Everyone at your table to participate in the discussion

· Peel away the “Onion” (take it as deep as you can one layer at a time)

· Take group requests & pray together

· Follow up with 1-3 students this week (postcard, phone call, or e-mail)
HOOK:

Pass out pieces of paper and pens and tell them to draw a picture or symbol of God, expressing his nature. It should be the kind of picture or symbol that they could use to help explain what God is like to someone else. After a few minutes, have the creations displayed and explained. Then ask:

· Did you find this assignment difficult or easy? Why?

· With whom would you use this picture to help explain God? Why?

· Discussion:

Some people picture God as a person who looks like their fathers, only much larger. Others imagine God as an old man with a long, flowing beard, like Father Time. Still others may picture a blur far off in space, perhaps sitting on a cloud. But is this what God is really like? Most of us would say no, but it's hard for us to come up with an accurate description. What are some misconceptions we have about God?

BOOK & LOOK: Let’s do some investigation and find out what God is really like…
Fill out God? Who’s He? discussion sheets with students. Summarize the passage’s description and implications of God, His character, and His attributes in the first box, “What God Is Like.” In the second box, “Personal Application,” answer the question, “How does/can this attribute affect your life? What does this mean to you personally?” Tell them to think of personal examples of experiencing each attribute of God.

Alternative/Additional “Book & Look” Option:

Read the following passages and summarize what they say about God, who He is, and what they imply about his character. You may have to summarize the passages in your own words and only point out selected verses with your explanation.
· Exodus 3

· Job 38-41

· Psalm 23

· John 1:1-18; Colossians 1:15-23

· Romans 8:28-39
TOOK:
Are you ready to commit yourself to the God these verses describe (verses from God? Who Is He? and/or Alternative Option)? If so, how can you go about doing so? How would that play itself out in your life? If not, what is holding you back and how can you change it?
Prayer - Close the discussion with prayer. Have each person pray for the individual on his or her left, asking God to reveal who He is to that person in a very real way throughout the upcoming week as they study His Word.
Related Bible Verses
Genesis 1-2—God’s creativity

Exodus 3—God’s name

Job 38-41—God’s power

Psalm 23—God’s love

Isaiah 40—God’s holiness

John 1:1-18; Colossians 1:15-23—God’s revelation in Jesus

Romans 8:28-39—God’s presence and plan
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NOTES:
