Table Leaders Discussion Guide    





        
Who Is God? #2



6.30.02 -- Sr. High


6.16.02 – Jr. High



Summary: Since we may not be quite clear on what the Bible teaches about God, it is essential to learn about who He is in order to appreciate a relationship with Him.
Key Verse: Isaiah 40:18, 28: “How can we describe God? With what can we compare him? Don't you yet understand? Don't you know by now that the everlasting God, the Creator of the farthest parts of the earth, never grows faint or weary? No one can fathom the depths of his understanding.” (TLB)

Remember To:
· Arrive @ 9:30 in room 304 for prayer

· Review names & take attendance

· Review Central Truth, Key Verse, &  Read Passage(s)

· Invite Everyone at your table to participate in the discussion

· Peel away the “Onion” (take it as deep as you can one layer at a time)

· Take group requests & pray together

· Follow up with 1-3 students this week (postcard, phone call, or e-mail)
HOOK:

Pass out a piece of paper and a pen to each student. Have them write down a list of everything they can think about themselves. Not just hobbies and interests, but characteristics of them as an individual, both good and bad. After they have completed a list that they feel represents them well, read Isaiah 40:12-31.
BOOK & LOOK: Say something like…

“Isaiah 40 gives a description of God and some of His characteristics, especially verses 12 through 31. Isaiah had a proper view of God and did not take Him lightly as many of us do today. Isaiah portrays God in a light of power, glory, authority, majesty, all-knowledge, and completely sovereignty over the entire universe. How often do we think of God this way?”

While reading through Isaiah 40:12-31 have the students make another list (as you read), this time recording each characteristic that Isaiah attributes to God. When finished, compare the list of their personal characteristics against that of God’s. Take some time to look over the lists and reflect on what’s written.

· What comes to mind as you compare your list to God’s?

· What kind of an impression do you have about yourself?

· What kind of an impression do you have about God?

Suggestion: Maybe hanging a photo copy of the two lists up side by side somewhere where you will see them often will help remind you of who you are, and just how much greater God is.

TOOK: Facilitate discussion based on the following questions:

· What areas of your life are not submitted 100% to Him?
· Why are those certain areas not committed to the Lord?
· What must you do to turn them over to Him and keep them turned over to Him?
· Taking areas of our life back into our own hands is too easy sometimes, but just after what we’ve seen so far in Isaiah, whose hands would you rather place your life in: yours or God’s?

Prayer - Have students volunteer to pray for each other and for themselves. Pray that they would view God appropriately by studing Him in the His Word  and that their view would impact their decisions and they way they live.
Related Bible Verses

Genesis 1-2—God’s creativity

Exodus 3—God’s name

Job 38-41—God’s power

Psalm 23—God’s love

Isaiah 40—God’s holiness

John 1:1-18; Colossians 1:15-23—God’s revelation in Jesus

Romans 8:28-39—God’s presence and plan

