Turned Around

Do this in a large room. Make sure that everyone has a coin and have them stand at one end of the room and face the wall. Have everyone hold their coins in their hands. Tell them to flip their coins. If they get heads, they should turn 45 degrees to the right and take one step forward. If they get tails, they should turn 45 degrees to the left and take one step forward. Explain that you will have them do a series of coin flips, all together, when you tell them to. The idea is to see who can get to you first (you should be standing at the other end of the room), simply by flipping coins and following your instructions. (If they run into a wall, they should wait until a flip takes them away from it.) It will also be interesting to see how long it takes.

What are some different paths people take in order to find God?
According to the Bible in John 14:6, Jesus claimed that there is only one way to God:

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.

Jesus said there is no other way to know God except through Him. This is a very exclusive claim! The next verse he claims to be God.
John 14:7

"If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."

Let’s debate this point.

* The Great Debate

Divide into two groups. Assign one group to be the spokespeople for Jesus. They are to defend his claim to be God and the Son of God. The other group is to play the role of the “prosecutors.” In other words, they are to dispute Jesus’ claim and argue against his divinity. Give them a few minutes to formulate their arguments; then begin the debate. Start with an opening statement by “Jesus” (a group spokesperson) who reiterates his claim to be God. This person could read various Scripture passages (for example, John 1:1-14; John 14:6, 10-11; etc.). Then have the opposing group present their arguments and demands for proof. The “Pro-Jesus” group would have a chance to respond, and so on. Continue for a few minutes or until both groups begin to run out of things to say.

Jesus’ identity has been discussed for 2000 years. Even people in his day were asking if he was God or just a prophet.

Matt 16:13-20

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  

14 "Well," they replied, "some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other prophets." 

15 Then he asked them, "Who do you say I am?"  

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 

17 Jesus replied, "You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You did not learn this from any human being..." 
* Identity

The disciples said that some people thought he was a radical preacher like John the Baptist. Others, they said, though he was a miracle worker like Elijah or a great speaker for God like one of the prophets. Finally Peter correctly states, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Let’s assume for now that Jesus is God. If this is true, there are several other issues we need to address. Let’s start at the beginning.

The Story
God created us so we can experience a beautiful loving relationship with Him. Man and woman were without sin and the creation around them was also perfect. Can you imagine what it might have been like to live in a place like that? No pain, perfect peace and harmony, no sickness, nothing evil or sinful ANYWHERE?!

 It was like this for quite some time until sin entered the world by man and woman’s disobedience to God. As a result, the relationship with God was broken. God, being a perfect and pure God, cannot enjoy fellowship with a sinful man that rebels against him and acts in ways that are contrary to his nature. The only appropriate consequence is to be separated from God by death, i.e. to spend eternity in hell, a consequence none of us can fix because we ALL sin.

Rom 3:23

For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard.

Death isn’t the end of us – death means “separation.” We will live forever, except because of sin, we all deserve to spend eternity in hell.

Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Wages are something you earn.

Since we all sin and there’s nothing we can do to fix it and somehow make ourselves pure and righteous again in order to enjoy a relationship with God, we’re all destined for hell.
But even though we reject God and sin constantly, the amazing thing is that God still loves us and still wants to enjoy a relationship with each of us, both here on earth and in heaven for eternity! So, since we all deserve death (separation from God) and can’t do anything to fix it, God loved us so much that he decided to pay the death penalty in our place!

John 3:16
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
So the God-man (Jesus) came to earth, lived a perfect life without sin, and was then eligible to pay the death penalty for all of us. Jesus was killed as a criminal deserving the death penalty (not just a death of old age).

But death wasn’t the end for Jesus! If He had remained dead, then death would’ve been the victor, leaving us under its control. But instead He came back to life, proving that He defeated death and that He offers forgiveness for sin because the penalty has been paid.
Now that forgiveness is available, all we have to do is ask for it. 

Eph 2:8-10

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. NIV
God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, NLT
You are His masterpiece! He created you and loves you very much and desires to enjoy a relationship with you both here on earth and in heaven for eternity.

Escape!

Bring a pair of handcuffs and hold them up in front of the crowd. Explain that you want volunteers to put them on and then try to get out. There is a trick to it, but it is possible to escape. As an incentive to try, offer a T-shirt or other good prize to the first person who can escape within 30 seconds.

Bring up the first contestant, put on the handcuffs, and watch him or her squirm. When 30 seconds are up, unlock the cuffs, remove them, and repeat with the next person. (Note: These should be real handcuffs that only can be removed by using the key.) If none of these volunteers can figure out how to escape, bring up a staff member who knows how. Put the cuffs on him or her and say “go.” Then he or she should simply say, “Will you please let me out?” That’s the trick! All the person had to do was ask. Then, unlock the handcuffs and release him or her.

Afterwards, ask how this is an illustration of how we are saved. Trapped in our sins, we can try all sorts of ways to extricate ourselves. But the truth is that only Christ holds the key. He is ready and willing to let us out; all we have to do is ask.

You’re bound to sin and the consequence for it is to be separated from God forever, but you can be freed from it by simply believing in Christ and asking Him to forgive you.
Challenge

Challenge for unsaved: Believe and be saved!
Three challenges for believers:

1.
Do you really know who Jesus is? Read the Bible and learn more about Christ. Grow in your relationship with God.

2.
Be committed to Jesus as Christ, the Son of God. The facts are there. He claimed to be God, and backed it up with his life, death, and resurrection. (Come back on Sunday mornings when we’ll be investigating these kind of claims in more detail, except without using the Bible as evidence.)

3.
Be ready to tell others about who Jesus really is. (See 1 Peter 3:15)

Prayer

-- I’m a sinner

-- I know I deserve separation from God

-- I know Jesus was God and paid my death penalty

-- Please forgive me

-- Thank you
