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MISSION STATEMENT STUDY:  Ephesians 

Ephesians 1:22-23 

(NLT)  And God has put all things under the authority of Christ, and he gave them this authority for the benefit of the church.  And the church is his body; it is filled by Christ, who fills everything everywhere with his presence. 
Ephesians 2:14-18

(NLT)  For Christ himself has made peace between us Jews and you Gentiles by making us all one people. He has broken down the wall of hostility that used to separate us.  By his death he has ended the whole system of Jewish law that excluded the Gentiles.  His purpose was to make peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new person from the two groups.  Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.  He has brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and to us Jews who were near.  Now all of us, both Jews and Gentiles, may come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us.

Purpose of the church:  

Because of what Christ has done for us, this means, through the Holy Spirit:

· Strangers….into….friends

· Far away….into….brought near

· Wall of hostility….into….walls broken and peace

· Division…..to…..oneness

· Apart from God…..reconciled to God

“In Paul’s understanding of the gospel, what had been secondary—the inclusion of the Gentiles—has now become primary” (Snodgrass) 
Paul summarizes the whole gospel by saying “He (Christ) is our peace.”  

· “Peace is not merely a cessation of hostility; it is a comprehensive term for salvation and life with God.”  Background: OT shalom.  A positive term.  “It refers to the way life should be and is a gift from God that is received only in his presence.  In various texts shalom is equated with righteousness, justice, salvation, and the reign of God.  Yahweh is peace,…makes a covenant of peace with his people, and promises one who will bring peace.” Peace is God’s will for his people.

· Christ’s peace destroys the old division and hostility, and creates unity and reconciliation.  

· Christ’s peace happens both horizontally and vertically: 

· Horizontal: Between Jews and Gentiles; in Christ made into one new being;

· Vertical: Between humans and God (Snodgrass, 129-131).  

Ephesians 2:19-22

(NLT)  So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.  You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people.  You are members of God’s family.  We are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets.  And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.  We who believe are carefully joined together, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. Through him you Gentiles are also joined together as part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit. 

Who we are as members of the church

· Strangers and foreigners….into….citizens and members of God’s family

· God’s house, a dwelling where God lives, Jews (insiders) and Gentiles (outsiders) joined together, with Christ as cornerstone

· A holy temple.

The unity of the new being.  

· “Not only does Christ take the hostility into himself and destroy it, but also in himself he creates a new being.”  Christ’s resurrection is the source of this new creation.

· “one new man” (lit. new being).  A corporate idea.  “Grace not only connects us to God and Christ, it connects us to each other.”  The Church in some ways becomes Christ’s body on the cross. “The new being is Christ himself, into which people are incorporated as his body.” 

· Purpose of the new being: Creation of peace and unity between Jews and Gentiles. Two groups are made into one. The name-calling is over (Snodgrass, 134-35).  

Reconciliation.  Restoring broken relations. 

· A double reconciliation here: Between God and humanity, and between Jews and Gentiles. In the NT, God is always the one who does the reconciling.  “The cross is God’s act to reconcile people to himself, not an act by which he is reconciled.  Even when people are hostile to God and God is angry, he loves and works to restore relations.” 

· Result of reconciliation: “access” (2:18):  We enter into God’s presence through the mediation of the Spirit (Snodgrass, 135-36).

The people of God as the dwelling of God.

· Gentiles are “no longer foreigners and aliens”—outsiders cut off from God’s purposes—but rather are “citizens” along with God’s people and part of God’s household: family members. 

· Language shifts from family to “building,” narrowing to “temple.”  A wordplay on five forms of the Greek word for “house”—oikos.  Also three words in Greek for “with” (syn): “fellow citizens,” “joined together,” “built together,” with the focus being joined to God’s people.
· v. 19 – “God’s people” (lit. “holy ones”). “Those excluded are now included in the privileges Israel has enjoyed.”  The Gentiles don’t become Israel, but they share with Israel.

· The new temple (vv. 20-22): The building is “built on the foundations of the apostles and prophets”—all Christians are founded on their instruction and revelation. 

· Jesus Christ as “cornerstone.” “Cornerstones in ancient buildings were the primary load-bearing stones that determined the lines of the building.” Isaiah 28:6: Cornerstone provided security in a time of destruction; a place of refuge.  Christ is not just another stone; his position is different; he makes the whole building possible. 

· The building is not only built on Christ, it is built in him as well. Christ is the one who unites and in whom we encounter God.   This building is a temple; and the ones formerly kept out of the temple now are the temple.  This temple is holy because God dwells there.

Ephesians 3:10-11

(NLT)  God’s purpose was to show his wisdom in all its rich variety to all the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.  They will see this when Jews and Gentiles are joined together in his church.  This was his plan from all eternity, and it has now been carried out through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
3:10 – A lofty and cosmic role is assigned to the church.  “It is the channel by which God’s wisdom is demonstrated ‘to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms”—i.e. not so much a place as a spiritual reality, beyond what we see.  “This description of the church’s role has no equivalent elsewhere in Paul or in the New Testament” (S, 163).  

     God’s majesty is demonstrated in the unity of Jews and Gentiles.  “The church’s very existence and conduct are making known how great God’s plan of salvation is—both to people and to the powers.  This gives an unparalleled importance to the church” (S. 164). 

[read Snodgrass commentary comments, pp. 173, 174]

Ephesians 3:12
(NLT)  Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come fearlessly into God’s presence, assured of his glad welcome.

Ephesians 3:20

(NLT)  Now glory to God! By his mighty power at work within us, he is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever dare to ask or hope.  May he be given glory in the church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever through endless ages.  Amen.

“The church is not an optional part of Christianity.  Rather, it is the place now and throughout eternity where God is given honor and glory.” This does not mean the church is glorified and exalted—only God through the church (S, 191).  Even though the church is imperfect, and many times has failed, nevertheless:

1. “Failure to meet other Christians for worship and instruction is not a legitimate option.  Individualistic Christianity does not exist.  We need other people to help us understand God.”

2. “The current failure of the church cannot be tolerated….Christians must develop a better understanding of God, of faith in Christ, and of unity, and then put that understanding into practice” (S, 192).  

Note the depth of Paul’s emotion.  “This doxology sums up the intent of the first half of the letter.  We should praise God for his astounding work in Christ Jesus.  Paul’s point is not merely that God is able to do beyond what we expect.  Rather, this power is already at work in us….God is at work and eager to work in us to achieve his purposes for salvation” (S, 183). 

Ephesians 4:4
(NLT)  We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future.  

“one body and one spirit—…one hope—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all….”   “Christians must maintain the unity of the Spirit because everything they hold of any significance they hold with other people.”  There is only one gospel, and “to believe that gospel is to enter into the unity it creates.  Christianity is a shared faith” (S, 198). 

There is one body of Christ, and each local congregation is representative of that body.  And because we have one Lord, he is not going to give contradictory commands to his followers.  And our one baptism into Christ reinforces that we should live out this unity we share in him.  And because God is the “Father of all” (Jewish Shema – that God is one) provides an even greater basis for unity.

Ephesians 4:11-13; 15-16
(NLT)  He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists and the pastors and teachers.  Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ. 
….Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.  Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. 
4:12 – literally: “toward the equipping of God’s people unto a work of service unto building up the body of Christ.”  This means each person receives grace for ministry, and the leaders prepare everyone to be involved in the work of the church.  What else are God’s people being prepared to do?  Nothing—except serving and building up the body.

“building up” (or “edification”) – Paul uses this word 15 times. This is the goal of how we live, of our worship, and Paul’s ministry.  The focus is on the internal strengthening of the church, but also includes the church reaching out to unbelievers.  Paul understand this to be “an attainable, expected goal of Christians in the present.” 

“Unity” is given to us, but we must also work towards unity.  This comes from receiving the gospel, and from knowing and experiencing Christ firsthand.  

A mature and growing faith, evidenced by truth and love (4:14-16).  

“Paul wants his readers to become mature so that they will not be carried away by erroneous teaching.” Paul describes immaturity as “being tossed back and forth” and “blown here and there,” that is, being easily deceived—not knowing where to find the source of truth and life.  

4:15 – “perhaps the most important ethical guideline in the New Testament, one that summarizes what Christian living is all about: truth, love, and continual growth into Christ in everything.”  “Truth” here is a verb—literally, “truthing in love.” Truth is something one does. 

     “The Semitic concept of truth focuses on that on which one can rely.  It is primarily a relational term for covenant loyalty and is sometimes translated as ‘faithfulness.’  A truthful person is one who lives out his or her covenant obligations, which includes both what is said and what is done.  Therefore, truth and love bind us to the other person…”  Truth joins what we do and say with being faithful to another person in our relationship with him or her (S, 206). 

We are, finally, to “grow up into [Christ]” in everything.  Literally: “Let us grow up [or increase] into him in all things.”  Not future tense, as in NIV, but a first-person command.  “Living the truth in love is both the means of growth and the result of growth.  As we live in the truth and love encountered in Christ (3:19 and 4:21) and express these qualities, we become more closely attached to Christ and more like him….Christians are attached to Christ by faith; as they grow, they are more closely brought into relation with him and into conformity with his character and his will” (S, 207-07). 

“Head” – points to the fact that Christ is Lord.  “Because he is Lord, he has the power and authority to provide what the body needs.” 

v. 16 – ‘body of Christ’ image:

A. “An intimate relation exists between Christ and those who believe in him.  They are bound to him and draw from him resources for life.

B. “Union with Christ joins people to each other.

C. “Each person has responsibility within the body to fulfill his or her calling.

D. “The body grows and is built up by the activity of each part and the sustenance that comes from Christ.

“Everything done in the body is done in the context of love” (S, 207). 
(study notes from Klyne Snodgrass, The NIV Application Commentary: Ephesians (Zondervan, 1996)

