Postmodernity Seminar Script
Introduction 

· Introduction of Myself and how I got where I am today

What is Post-Modernity, why do I need to know about it, and can I catch it by kissing someone? These may be some of the questions you are thinking about in your head as you sit in the pew right now. In fact, take a piece of paper and write down every question you have right now about Post-Modernity, or Post-modernism, and if by the end of our time together those questions have not been answered, we’ll try to answer them then. (give time to write down questions).

Write down everything you know about Postmodernity on the scrap of paper in front of you and when you are done, place it in this basket. Then we are going to take this basket and dump it into the trash can that I have placed outside the door. We are going to leave your pre-conceived notions of Postmodernity behind. No matter what you think of Postmodernity now, leave it behind as we discover together what it truly is.

Here is a simple (the only thing that is simple about Post-Modernity) explanation of what Post-Modernity is. PM is a thought process, a framework through which we see the world .It is a worldview that people use to view reality. It forms opinions, and theories. It influences Television, movies and music. It touches preaching and teaching. It even affects how people choose what to have for dinner. But we will get into this a little bit later. Before we can really get in touch with Post-Modernity, we need to explore what came before it.
A brief introduction to Modernity

Before we can really discover what Post modernity is, we need to learn what came before post-modernity. Now since Post-modernity is what we are in now, what do you think came before it? Modernity. 

Modernity dates back to around 1500 A.D. During this time, man began to shift into a mindset and worldview that was very much built upon reason. Man (and woman) kind put all of their weight on the process of scientific reasoning to answer all of their questions and solve all of their problems. Man fell back onto logic and science to explain concepts like God, and truth. Man was very aware of his accomplishments and even of his own existence. A rallying cry for modern thinkers was Descarte’s “I think, therefore I am” mantra. Man put a lot of faith, all of his faith, into being able to reason out how to live life. Authority was viewed as the church and the interpretation of God’s Holy Scripture as interpreted by the church.
Now we still have many, many lingering effects of this today. We all have some tendencies toward modernism. Take your daily routine for example. Everyone take a minute and write what an average day looks like to you. (give ample time for this). Does your average day have a start one project and finish another feel to it? Do you try (emphasis on try) to do things in an orderly fashion?

How about this one? If I give you a math problem, say, 2 x 2 = 4, how would you explain to me that is the right answer?

One more for you to ponder. How do we know the earth revolves around the sun? Can you show me how we know?

All of these arguments that you make are steeped in fact, in SCIENTIFIC REASON. It is a very straight, drawn out process that you use to arrive at your answer. They call for a clear answer, and call not only for that answer, but proof to back that answer up. This is known as linear thinking.
In linear thinking, the process is very simple, very straightforward. You would go from one process to the next, from one item to the next, in an ordered fashion. In linear thinking, you can look back at the end of a day, or even at the end of a thought process, and see exactly where you were, what you were doing or thinking, and trace the line through all of that to show how you got from the beginning (point A) to the end (point B).
Modernity is also very Science-heavy. Science is relied upon to prove everything. In many cases, scientist thinking in modernity forced God out of the equation, trying to prove that Man at the height of modernity, did not need God. That we could rely completely upon science and on our own power to do any and every thing we please. It flows right in with Linear thinking, without linear thinking, science would look completely different.

In modernity, truth is completely absolute. There is no questioning what is really true, because Truth has a capital “T.” we know this because we arrived at “Truth” through our linear, scientific process. Or because God tells us it is true.

Within Modernity, Religion plays a large role. The reformation came about during the modern era. Churches became a place to go to where one could find truth because pastors went to school to be educated to learn truth that we can use. The printing press made Bibles available to everyone far and wide so that this Truth could be known by everyone.

What has changed! Postmodernity

No longer is thinking linear! Now thinking happens in curves, or more precisely, in webs! Think of a spider web. Now imagine point A on one side, and point B on the other. Now, you van use a variety of ways to get from point A to point B, and they all lead to the same ending… or a variety of other endings. The choice is yours. And this is the linchpin, the cornerstone of Postmodernity. It is all about choice. Your choice, my choice. This is Postmodernity.

In Postmodernity choice is king. It is all left up to the individual to choose everything. Science becomes a voice in the choir to listen to, but not the only voice. Church, the Bible, Television, celebrities, the Koran… all of these and more become guides for any one number of people. In Postmodernity, Personal Faith is huge. Your faith can reflect who you are, because YOU CREATE IT! You can talk about angels and demons, and God, and goddesses, and no one bats an eye (for the most part) because you have created your faith. Postmodernity is all about faith in yourself and whatever you choose to place your faith in aside from that. And here is where things get dangerous.
Truth in Postmodernity has a lower-case “t.” Truth is relative to the individual. You use your own personal beliefs to decide what is true and what is not. Essentially, you create your own truth. Truth becomes just another word in a sentence, as the concept of truth gets pushed further and further from what it means. A popular catchphrase of Postmodernity is “that’s okay for you, just not for me” or in other words, “What’s right for you might not be necessarily right for me.” This is a concept known as relativity, and it is rampant in Postmodernity. In this state, you cannot convince someone that they are living a wrong lifestyle, or committing something sinful because they do not believe that what they are doing is wrong! There is no standard moral code that we all adhere to!
This leads into pluralism. Pluralism is taking more than one “belief system” and combining them. This has been around for centuries, even back into the ancient world when Athens worshipped every god they could, and then some! Pluralism can take elements from Christianity, Buddhism, Mormonism, and Taoism and create it’s own belief system. The thinking could be like this: ““The world is messed up so my theology should be too!” But it doesn’t even have to be that. Morality itself is a victim of Pluralism, as people take morality from a Judeo-Christian worldview, then splice in principals that their favorite characters in movies or TV or music adhere to, and create their own moral code. In modernity, we had people growing up in a Judeo-Christian system. Go to church on Sunday, the preacher tells you what is right and wrong, then apply that to life. Now in Post-Modernity we have a generation or two who have grown up outside of this system, creating their own morality. There are no absolutes in Post-Modernity, except for the fact that there are no absolutes. And that in and of itself is a flawed statement. A Logic problem. 
But in Post-Modernity, we have people who are hungry and craving Spirituality. They want nothing to do with religion, which they see as rules and limitations, but they want a Spiritual experience, to be in tune with their own spirit. And the spirits of those around them. Post-Moderns also desire to be a part of a larger story. Movies, TV and Music are so popular because people watch them to get lost in a story that is larger than themselves. We all have that desire. And these are perfect places to lose yourself to a larger story .To take part in an adventure, in a battle for a purpose. Is it any wonder that Star Wars Episode III was the biggest-grossing movie of last year? A larger-than-life adventure filled with talk of spirituality, of tying into “the Force,” which is a presence larger than one’s self which they can use to affect the world around them in real, tangible ways. Post-Modernity is all about stories. I started this off with a story to show you how a simple story can connect a Post-Modern and a Modern person in a short span of time.
So how old is a Post-Modern? I have seen them as early as 4, and as old as 80. It is a thought process, a belief system, a worldview that infiltrates without discrimination. We all have a little post-modern in us. I think very modernly at times myself, but there are times where I think as a postmodern does. Being able to multi-task is a Post-Modern Trait! So how do we treat Post-Modernity?
How do we interact with Postmodernity?

We need to see that there are some things in Post-Modernity that we can use to our advantage. And we need to see it as a challenge that we are supposed to undertake. Need I recite the Great Commission? Here are the things that we can do to impact teens and other Post-Moderns, especially ourselves.

1. We need to be real. We cannot make up answers, or rely upon the same old tired argument tricks. We need to be open and willing to explore the tough questions with those we are trying to reach. When there are no easy answers to be found, don’t try to make them up.Don’t be afraid to say “I don’t know.” I say it more often that I wish I had to with our kids. Let your kids see that you struggle just like they do. Let them know that we journey together. And use that terminology – Journey. We are all on a journey together, invite your kids to journey with you to learn together.

2. When talking about the absolute truths of our faith, hold to them, cling to them as true! Do not let anyone convince you otherwise. Use pastors as resources for what is real, use your own Study of Scripture to discover Truth. But remember this, as shocking as it is, there is some truth so be found in other world religions. For example, Buddhism teaches its adherents to not attach themselves to the possessions of the physical world. THIS IS A BIBLICAL CONCEPT! Do not get attached to the world. Buddhism is not a True in and of itself, but there is truth to be found in it. Do not instantly dismiss someone else’s beliefs because of where they come from. Invite them to explore their beliefs together. 
3. Let people see that we are not perfect. We are not perfect, and if we pretend to be, the world sees that we fall more than anyone else. Be real! Share your joy, share your pain, share your tears and laughter. In Post-Modernity, people desire a real experience, an honest person. Not rules and religion preached and thrown at them without a perfect person to look up to.
Conclusion

In short, we need to see our lives as a story, as a journey. Treat the Bible the same way. Read it as a story, not as a collection of verses. We need to inhabit the Biblical Narrative and live it out as we would our ordinary everyday lives. Remember that even Jesus did not always give simple answers. Jesus refused to be the “Bible Answer Man” for the Pharisees. He was very ambiguous at times! There are times when people will ask us a question when they can answer it on their own, or they should already know the answer. Follow Jesus’ example in all areas of our life, not just the easy examples.

Think of Modernity of a hymn. We sing it in a straight line, verse, chorus, verse, chorus, and so on and so forth. But Post-Modernity can take that hymn and make it sound like this (play a Hymn off of the Hymns CD on the guitar).

All in all, Postmodernity is a web, not a straight line. We need to interact with it every day, and we have no other choice but to interact with it! Our Spirituality is going to be messy… Our faith will look like a web, not necessarily like a straight line. But there is our opening to reach others and invite them to rest on our web, where their interaction with us can impact them for a lifetime.

Q& A Time
Talk about next FNF
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