
Salt and Light 

 13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 

be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 

out and trampled by men. 

 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither 

do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 

stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your 

light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven. 

 17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 

not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

 

Matthew 5.13-17 (NIV) 



 

Salt and Light 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 

be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot by men.  
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so 

shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

    
17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not 

come to destroy but to fulfill.  

Matthew 5.13-17 (NKJV) 



 

Salt and Light 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its 

flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot as worthless. 

 14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 

hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a 

lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 

the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone 

will praise your heavenly Father. 

 17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law 

of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their 

purpose.  

Matthew 5.13-17 (NLT) 



 

Salt and Light 

13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its salty taste, it cannot 

be made salty again. It is good for nothing, except to be thrown out and 

walked on. 

    14 "You are the light that gives light to the world. A city that is built on a 

hill cannot be hidden.15 And people don't hide a light under a bowl. They 

put it on a lampstand so the light shines for all the people in the house. 16 

In the same way, you should be a light for other people. Live so that they 

will see the good things you do and will praise your Father in heaven. 

    17 "Don't think that I have come to destroy the law of Moses or the 

teaching of the prophets. I have not come to destroy them but to bring 

about what they said.  

Matthew 5.13-17 (NCV) 



 

Salt and Light 

 13You are like salt for everyone on earth. But if salt no longer tastes like 

salt, how can it make food salty? All it is good for is to be thrown out and 

walked on. 

    14You are like light for the whole world. A city built on top of a hill 

cannot be hidden, 15and no one would light a lamp and put it under a clay 

pot. A lamp is placed on a lampstand, where it can give light to everyone in 

the house. 16Make your light shine, so that others will see the good that you 

do and will praise your Father in heaven. 

 17Don't suppose that I came to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I 

did not come to do away with them, but to give them their full meaning.  

Matthew 5.13-17 (CEV) 

 

 



Salt and Light 

 13"Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings 

out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste 

godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 

 14-16"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-

colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as 

public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to 

hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've 

put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous 

with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with 

God, this generous Father in heaven.  

 17-18"Don't suppose for a minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures— either 

God's Law or the Prophets. I'm not here to demolish but to complete.  

Matthew 5.13-17 (The Message) 



 

Salt and Light 

13You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste (its strength, its quality), 

how can its saltness be restored? It is not good for anything any longer but to be 

thrown out and trodden underfoot by men. 

    14You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

    15Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a peck measure, but on a lampstand, 

and it gives light to all in the house. 

    16Let your light so shine before men that they may see your moral excellence and 

your praiseworthy, noble, and good deeds and recognize and honor and praise and 

glorify your Father Who is in heaven. 

    17Do not think that I have come to do away with or undo the Law or the Prophets; I 

have come not to do away with or undo but to complete and fulfill them. 

Matthew 5.13-17 (AMP) 

 


