Spilt Milk
SHOW DVD

Explanation

The child in this film knows that milk goes into cereal. He looks in the fridge and sees the gallon that he usually pours into the cereal. He overlooks the new nonfat milk. 

The gallon is rotten. It’s past it’s prime and he pays a price for drinking it. Then he figures, “I can still use the gallon container because that’s what I’m used to.”

LISTEN TO MATTHEW 9:9-17 PASSAGE ON CD

Application

Wine and wineskins were to people of the 1st century much like QuickTrip cups and Diet Dr. Pepper are to us today. We all know that you can refill an old QT cup cheaper than buying a new one. The problem is – after a while a re-used paper cup gets nasty – it leaks! So we throw it out and start all over again.

The same was true for wine and wineskins. When you get a new batch of wine , it was no big deal to fill up your old wineskin, that is, until it sprung a leak (as old wineskins are prone to do). You don’t hang on to the old nasty thing and say, “I don’t care if the wine spills or not – I’m KEEPING MY VINTAGE WINESKIN!”
That would be foolishness, and yet that’s exactly what religious people have done, over and over again, throughout church history. Jesus saw it happening in his own day.

Jesus was breaking all the rules and all the boundaries.

· Healed people on the Sabbath

· He taught on hillsides and from boats, not in synagogues

· He claimed to forgive sins (earlier in chapter 9)

· He invited a tax collector to be one of his disciples (a BIG no-no)

· He ate with sinners

· He didn’t make his disciples fast

The Pharisees tried to hold on to the “old wineskins” of their day, but Jesus rebelled against it all.

Jesus wasn’t telling them that their traditions and structures were bad, simply that, like an old paper cup, or a worn out wineskin, they no longer served their purpose: TO CARRY THE WINE!

So it is with us today. We hang onto the hymns of John Wesley saying – “we like the old wineskins” – but Wesley wrote them in his day as a way of putting the ever-new wine of the Gospel into contemporary wineskins. The skin is not the issue – the wine is! 

Discussion Questions

· What wineskins do we hang onto in our church and youth group today that no longer “holds wine” effectively?

· Can you think of a time in our church or youth group when we said, “We’ve never done it that way before?”

· What pioneers in history were once “new wineskins” but are now old hat?

Jesus didn’t follow the “old wineskin” habits of ceremonial hand-washing, and Sabbath-keeping. Because of that, he was despised by the religious authorities. They said, “We’ve never done it that way before.”
He wants John’s disciples to know that the old traditions are being tossed out like a nasty old cup, or a leaky wineskin – because they no longer serve the job of holding the new wine of the Gospel. This new wine now stays the same until Jesus comes back, but the wine SKIN will and must change.

I struggle with this today. When we find a way of doing church that works, we hang on for dear life, sometimes years after it starts leaking and is no longer serving its purpose.

Discussion Questions

· What traditions does our church or youth group hang on to, even when you see them not working with your generation? 

· What things need to remain the same if the wine (i.e. gospel) is going to remain intact?

· Where do you see leaks in our current way of doing youth ministry?

I’m pretty discontent with the current state of youth ministry, not just here at our church, but with youth ministry in general. I think it worked great for your parents when they were in high school, but that was 20 or 30 years ago! Teenagers and youth culture has dramatically changed since then. Values are different, worldviews, how you communicate, the way you make decisions, everything is different. That’s why sometimes your parents may say things like, “I don’t understand you!”

There’s nothing wrong with those changes, but there IS something wrong if the church and our youth ministry doesn’t change accordingly.

A couple weeks ago an adult member of our church was at my house and I was talking with him about how things like Wake ‘n Ski and Burning Bush really aren’t the outreaches they used to be. He said something a lot of people say, “Even if one person comes to Christ through it, then it’s all worth it.” NO! It’s not all worth it! Yes, I’m happy for that one person, but I’m not content to invest my life into something where only one or two kids are saved and only a handful of others actually grow! And I don’t think Jesus is either because He wants teens to go Deep and Wide even more than I do.

We make a big deal in our church when once every month or two we have 1 or 2 white roses on stage signifying new believers. That’s great, but with the number of people we have in our church, we should be seeing dozens of roses up there every week!

Our youth group is the same way. We are potentially connected to 100s of teens, not just those who are somehow connected to this church, but through you guys, as well. But yet the only about 25% of the high school teens in this church are currently involved in any kind of Christian fellowship (FCA, youth group, Young Life, etc.).

I know it’s not about the numbers in just having a large group, but in a sense, it IS about the numbers because every number represents a soul. In that sense, Jesus wants every church and every youth group to max out at capacity because He wants everyone connected to a body of believers even more than we do!

So I am not content to see one or two lives changed – I want to see this community changed and even the world. There’s two parts to that.

1. You guys have to change. This can happen through you and your generation, but it will take someone to get it started. You’ll have to step up to the plate and start taking ownership of your own walk with the Lord, going Deep into His Word as you go Wide with His message to the lost people around you.

2. This youth ministry needs to help you do that, and doing ministry the way it worked 20 to 30 years ago isn’t really working the way it should be anymore. This youth group needs to change.

But I need your help because I’m not entirely sure what that could look like.

HAND OUT SURVEY

COMING UP

Next week: The most important thing I can tell you before some of you graduate and the rest of you head into the summer.

Week after, May 17, Worship Experience.
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