 “Summer cruise on the S.S. Rubber Ducky.”

Divide the crowd into small groups of 6 each. Explain that the cruise liner is sinking and so all of you are now floating in lifeboats. Then have each person draw out a slip of paper which will describe the character he/she is to portray (before the meeting, write sets of 6 characters). The characters are:


You are an aging millionaire. Your health hasn’t been very good lately. In fact, you thought this cruise would help.


You are young and healthy, but very poor. In fact, you stowed away on this ship.


You are 40 and a brilliant scientist. But you are crippled and have been confined to a wheelchair for many years. Someone lowered you into this lifeboat.


You are a famous rock musician, the idol of millions; and your latest album has just gone platinum.


You are a young child (6 or 7 years old). You are not sure whether your parents are alive, but you think they might be in another lifeboat.


You are a Christian minister—a youth director. You and your spouse are on your honeymoon. You know that he or she is all right because you saw him or her in another lifeboat.

The problem with your lifeboat is that it can only safely hold 5 people. With more than 5, you will soon run out of food and water and the boat will sink in high seas. As a group, you have to decide what to do.

Make sure that each group discusses this seriously and don’t let them cop-out with sudden helicopter rescues, swims to safety, or sightings of land. They will have to decide which person should die to save the others . . . or whatever.

DISCUSSION
About five minutes, have each group report what they decided to do.

· Why did you make that decision?

· What values were important to your group?

· How did your Christian faith entered into the process?

· When did you have to make a difficult decision based on your values? (about themselves and about others?)
You guys ever notice how you remember something from each summer?

Think past over last summer, what did you do? Summer before?

No one remembers what they did during the school years, but summers are special because we have a lot of freedom, time, and we make a lot of important life decisions about what we believe without even knowing it.
This summer will be no different. You will make lots of decisions and you will shape what you really believe about life, values, God, relationships, entertainment, etc.

Gen 39:8-10

8 But he refused. "With me in charge," he told her, "my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.
Joseph refused to give in to what the Bible says is wrong

Rom 1:29 
Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, fighting, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip.

Eph 5:4
Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes - these are not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God.

Prov 30:8
First, help me never to tell a lie
How do you view acts the Bible calls sin, such as gossip, flattery, profanity, lying, or cheating? If you don't see these as sin, you must face up to the fact that your values differ from the Bible's.
APPLICATION
So, how can you make sure that this summer you stay focused on God and that you can remember this as a summer when your values remained God-focused?
Take suggestions and write them on the board.
1. You are an aging millionaire. Your health hasn’t been very good lately. In fact, you thought this cruise would help.

2. You are young and healthy, but very poor. In fact, you stowed away on this ship.

3. You are 40 and a brilliant scientist. But you are crippled and have been confined to a wheelchair for many years. Someone lowered you into this lifeboat.

4. You are a famous rock musician, the idol of millions; and your latest album has just gone platinum.

5. You are a young child (6 or 7 years old). You are not sure whether your parents are alive, but you think they might be in another lifeboat.

6. You are a Christian minister—a youth director. You and your spouse are on your honeymoon. You know that he or she is all right because you saw him or her in another lifeboat.
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