What is the Great Commission, and how does it relate to me?
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Warm Up
In your small group, play the game “Atlas.” The first person says the name of any city, river, ocean, or mountain that can be found in an atlas. Go around the circle and have the next person say another place that starts with the last letter of the place previously said. Is here a 10 second limit and no places can be repeated.

For example: Denver, Rhode Island, Denmark, Kenya, etc…

Discussion set #1
· How many places in the world have you been?

· Do you wish you could travel more? Why or why not?

Whether you travel across the world or just down the street, one thing you would learn from traveling is that different places and people have different worldviews than you do, especially when it comes to their views of God.

We are going to discuss a message that people desperately need to hear from you.

Big group discussion: Who had a chance to share Christ with someone this week?

Discussion set #2
· Why aren’t most Christians more bold in sharing their faith?

· What usually holds you back from sharing your faith with friends?

· What do you know about the Great Commission?

The Bible teaches that each and every Christian has been given an incredible and crucial task to reach the world for Jesus Christ. In fact, if we aren’t motivated by this task and dedicated to fulfilling it, we are living in active disobedience to God.

Let’s look at a passage of Scripture that will help us understand this whole area better and how we can be effective in reaching out to others with the gospel.

Matthew 28:18-20, “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
These are the last words Jesus said to his disciples, so obviously they are very important. This passage is called the Great Commission, because a commission is defined as:

An authoritative order, charge, or direction. Authority granted for a particular action or function.
Jesus states right away that He is not only an authority, but the authority in the universe. The word for authority here means “power,” in the sense of control and ability. Jesus sets up his final orders with a reminder that He is the God of the universe, so His instructions override any other authority on earth. The instructions He then gives are very clear and straightforward – and they break down into three categories.

Let’s look at each one:

Go – This is a command in what’s called an imperative mood in the Greek, which is why we call this passage the Great Commission, not the Good Suggestion. It can also mean “as you are already going – and if you’re not, you need to.”

Make disciples – This has the idea of training people to be like Jesus. The word literally means “follower,” so our aim with every one in our world is to lead them to a relationship with Christ.

Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you – This is the next logical step after leading someone into a relationship with Christ. In order for people to grow deeper in that relationship, they need to be taught how. And that’s where you come in.

What is really great is Jesus doesn’t give the orders and ride off into the sunset. He promises His presence and power until the end of the world, as you undertake this huge task. When you think about it, this is an incredible statement by Jesus. Here’s how the Bible Commentary author A.T. Robertson describes it:

“…The Risen Christ without money or army or state [is] charge this band of 500 men and women with world conquest and bringing them to believe it possible and to undertake it with serious passion and power.”
So the Great Commission is the job of every believer, which is why we need to have it in mind wherever life takes us. When this happens, you get a whole new perspective on life. School and work become your mission fields, and unsaved friends become your responsibility to lead to Christ and help grow in Christ.

Discussion set #3
· Do most Christians take the Great Commission seriously? Why or why not?

· If Christ gave these orders from His authority as God, can anyone tell us not to carry them out?

· Does knowing this motivate you to help fulfill the Great Commission? Why or why not?

Acts 1:8, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
These words from Jesus to the disciples indicate what fulfilling the Great Commission would look like. The word for witness used here is where we get our word “martyr” – and it meant someone who would testify like a person on the witness stand about something. The disciples were to testify about who Jesus is and what He’s done in ever increasing geographical circles until the whole world was reached with the Gospel. What Jesus means for us is that fulfilling our part of the Great Commission is to start with those closest to us, then moving outward to everyone we meet as we go through life.

Discussion set #4
· Why is every Christian called to be a witness?

· Can you be a “witness” without using any words? Why or why not?

· If every believer took this responsibility seriously, would the gospel reach the ends of the earth?

· Do you take it seriously? Why don’t you take it as seriously as maybe you should?

We’re called to be witnesses, not lawyers. A witness just tells what he/she knows.

Although living a Christian life is good, at some point we have to use words, either verbal or written, to share the Gospel. Otherwise, our life testimony is no different than a good Mormon’s life testimony.

The Great Commission is meant to be one of the things that gets you out of bed in the morning, because you will never have a class at school or a career in the future that is more important than this responsibility. There really are people who are dying and going to a Christless eternity, and we have the cure. Every morning should start out with a prayer for God to empower you as a witness, so you can do your part in the most amazing mission on earth. The key to fulfilling the Great Commission is found in one simple word: GO!
Don’t expect people to come banging on your door asking how they can be saved. Jesus didn’t, which is why He commanded us to get off our butts and start telling people about Jesus! Think about it, you come into contact with the unsaved EVERY DAY. Pray for them by name, invite them to youth group, witness in a chat room, IM the gospel, write a letter, share your testimony, support a missionary, or come up with your own strategy.

What is the message we’re sharing?
God created us to be with Him (Gen 1-2)

Our sin separated us from God (Gen 3)

Sins cannot be removed by good deeds (Gen 4-Mal 4)

Paying the price for sin, Jesus died and rose again (Matt-Luke)

Everyone who trusts in Him alone has eternal life (John-Jude)

Life that’s eternal means we will be with Jesus forever (Revelation)

“Savin’ Me” video by Nickelback. These guys aren’t even Christians. In this music video, they’re basically saying, "I don't know how much time I have left on earth. What do you need to tell me before my time runs out?" Listen to the words.

Say it for me, Say it to me

And I'll leave this life behind me

Say it if it's worth saving me

Heaven's gates won't open up for me

With these broken wings I'm fallin'

And all I see is you

These city walls ain't got no love for me

I'm on the ledge of the eighteenth story

And oh I scream for you

Come please I'm callin'

And all I need from you

Hurry I'm fallin', I'm fallin'

Cast vision for “Online Missions Trip”
Discussion set #5
· Name a couple unsaved friends you will specifically pray for in the weeks leading up to the Online Missions Trip.

· Brainstorm some ways you can “bring God up” using Facebook, YouTube, MySpace, text messages, or anything else, with those unsaved friends.

· What will be the hardest part of this Online Missions Trip for you?

· Close in prayer as a small group. Pray for each other, your unsaved friends, and the upcoming opportunity to join teenagers all over the world in sharing Christ with friends online.

Small Group Discussions

Atlas
In your small group, play the game “Atlas.” The first person says the name of any city, river, ocean, or mountain that can be found in an atlas. Go around the circle and have the next person say another place that starts with the last letter of the place previously said. Is here a 10 second limit and no places can be repeated.

For example: Denver, Rhode Island, Denmark, Kenya, etc…

Discussion set #1
· How many places in the world have you been?

· Do you wish you could travel more? Why or why not?

Discussion set #2
· Why aren’t most Christians more bold in sharing their faith?

· What usually holds you back from sharing your faith with friends?

· What do you know about the Great Commission?

Discussion set #3
· Do most Christians take the Great Commission seriously? Why or why not?

· If Christ gave these orders from His authority as God, can anyone tell us not to carry them out?

· Does knowing this motivate you to help fulfill the Great Commission? Why or why not?

Discussion set #4
· Why is every Christian called to be a witness?

· Can you be a “witness” without using any words? Why or why not?

· If every believer took this responsibility seriously, would the gospel reach the ends of the earth?

· Do you take it seriously? Why don’t you take it as seriously as maybe you should?

Discussion set #5
· Name a couple unsaved friends you will specifically pray for in the weeks leading up to the Online Missions Trip.

· Brainstorm some ways you can “bring God up” using Facebook, YouTube, MySpace, text messages, or anything else, with those unsaved friends.

· What will be the hardest part of this Online Missions Trip for you?

· Close in prayer as a small group. Pray for each other, your unsaved friends, and the upcoming opportunity to join teenagers all over the world in sharing Christ with friends online.

